
EAPILIO MENELAUS. 

Character Generic us. . 

Antenna apicem verfus craffiores, faspius clavato* 

capitatse. 

Ala fedentis erects; furfumque conniventes (vo- 

latu diurno). 

Lin. Syjl. Nat, p. 744. 

Character Specific us, &c. 

PAPILIO alis dentatis; fupra caeruleis nitidiffi- 

mis; fubtus nebulofis, punftis fufcis. 

Lin. Syjl. Nat. p. 749* 

Eq. Acbhi. 

Merian Surin. t. 53. 

Cram. Inf. 2. t. 21. 

Clerk. Icon. t. 21. f. 1. 

E11 fuperbientis Naturae miraeulum! eximiae venuf- 

tatis infedtum! vividos adeo colores fortitum, ut viX 

ulla arte ad vivum poffint exprimi. 

" Color alarum caeruleus paginae fuperioris (inquit 

Linnaeus) adeo politus nitidufque, ut vix fimile in 

rerum Natura confpiciatur.” Mirificus hie paginae 

fuperioris fplendor a fobrio et modefto paginae inferioris 

colore longiffime diftat; qui tamen ocellis ferrugineis 

margins nigro circumfcriptis, pupillaque albicante 

Y gemmatus. 



gemrnatuSj fui generis pulchritudhfts exemplar non me¬ 

diocre cenfetur. 

Externa haec et interna diverfitas, (fi caufam liceat 

quaerere) Papilionem ab avibus fortaffe fecuriorem red- 

daq ut nempe ab hoftibus minus, facile difeerni queat, 

dum alis claufis quiefeit, quam cum alis expanfis pleno 

Fplendore effulferit. 

Americas eft incola, et ab eruca magna fiavefeeptej 

fpinis nigricantibus armata, originem ducit, 

; 







,¥ M E N E L A U Sr 

OR THE 

‘SILVER-BLUE BUTTERFLY,' 

Generic Character. 

The Antenna or Horns thickening towards the 

upper part* and generally terminating in a 

knob, or club-fhaped tip. 

The Wings (when fitting) ereft, and meeting 

upwards. [Flight diuynal,) 

Specific Character, &e.. 

BUTTERFLY with indented wings; the upper 

furface of a brilliant blue, the lower clouded- 

brown ; and marked with large ocellated 

Mer. Snrin. t. 53, 

Cram. Inf. 2. t. 21. Clerk, ic. t. 21. f. 1, 

So uncommonly bright and brilliant is this fuperb 

infeed, that it can but faintly be expreffed by the 

utmoft efforts of artificial colouring; and may ferve 

as an inftance, amongft many others, of the inimi¬ 

table beauty which Nature alone can produce. 

Linnaeus 



Linnjeus in his defeription of this .irtfeft obferveSj 

that the blue on the upper furface is fo polifhed and 

lively that fcarce any other natural objedl can come 

in competition with it. On the contrary the under 

furface of the fame animal exhibits an example of a 

fpecies of beauty refulting from a varied combination 

of the plaineft and moft fober colours ; the ground 

colour being brown flightly flreaked with higher 

fhades, and marked by feveral very large, ocellated 

ferruginous fpots with dark rings and white pupils. 

If it were not almoft bordering on temerity to 

attempt a reafon for this ilriking difference between 

the two fu'rfaccs of the fame infect, one might fup- 

pofe that this fobriety of colouring on the lower 

lidc, is intended in fome meafure to fecure the ani¬ 

mal when fitting at reil, with its wings clofed, from 

the depredations of birds, which are lefs likely to 

be attra&ed in this Hate than by the full luftre of its 

expanded plumage. 

It is a native of South America, arid proceeds 

from a large yellow caterpillar, befet with black 

fpincj. 

/ 


